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REGULATIONS GOVEP.KING THE An'AKD OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY MEDAL 


Pursuant to Paragraph i of Executive Order , the follow- 
ing regulations are hereby issued to govern the award of the 
National Security Pedal r 

1, The National Security Medal ray he awarded to ary person 
without regard to nationality, including a member of the Arsed 
Forties of the United Staten, who, on or after 26 July 19b 7, lias 
made an outstanding contribution to the National intelligence ef- 
fort. This contribution may consist of either exceptionally 
meritorious service perforr ed in a position of high r e sp cns ib j li ty 
or of an act of valor requiring personal courage of a high degree 
and complete disregard of personal safety. 

2, "Fie National Security Medal with accompanying ribbon and 
appurtenances, shall be of appropriate design to be approved by 
the Executive Secretary of the National Security Council. 

3* The National Security Kcdal shall be awarded only by the 
President or his designee for that purpose. 

li* Recommendations my ho evhr.it ted to the Executive Secre- 
tary of the National Security Council by any individual having 
personal knowledge of t3 ie facta of the exceptionally meritorious 
conduct or act of valor of the candidate in the performance of 
outstanding services, either as an eyewitness or fro® the testimony 
of others who have personal knowledge or were eyewitnesses. Any 
recommendations shall be accompanied, by complete documentation, 
including where necessary, certificates, affidavits or sworn 
transcripts of testimony. Each recommendation for an award stall 
shew the exact status, at the time of the rendition of the service 
on which the recommendation is baec-d, with respect to citizenship, 
employment, and all other materiel factors, of the person who is 
being recommended for the National Security Medal, 


5* Each recommendation shall contain a draft of an appro- 
priate citation to accompany the award of the National Security 
Medal. 
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12 January 1953 


m.Tiom, Kwmnri mfoal 


The early historical re cor < is oi our country enow recognition oi‘ 
the vital importance of obtaining accurate intelligence for guidance 
on matters of national interest. In this connection General Geor ;e 
Washington in a letter to colonel fclias rayton, fitted July 20, 17/'/, 
stated "The necessity of procuring good intelligence is apparent and 
need not oe further urged." /■ General Order issued August 7» I7&2 at 
the headquarters of the Continental Army, Newburgh, New fork provided 
that badges of distinction be conferred on veteran non-commissioned 
officers and soldiers and provision for the award Known as the Badge of 
Military Merit or the Decoration of the Purple He-fert was made by the 
following language: 

"The General ever desirous to cherish virtuous ambi- 
tion in hie soldiers as well as to foster anti encourage 
every species of Military merit directs that; whenever any 
singularly meritorious action in performed the author or 
it shall be permitted to wear on his lacings* over the left 
breast thw figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk edged 
with narrow lace or finding. ..... 

"The road to glory in a patriot army and u free country 
is thus open to all. This order is also to have retrospect 
to the earliest stages or the war and to be considered as a 
permanent one" 

The first tiro Purple Heart awarne wore ror vigor in battle. The 
third Purple Heart rewarded a vary different kind of service, performed 
by Sergeant Daniel Bis sell through maty months, inconspicuously and in 
secret. In this connection under General Orders of the Continental 
fmy for S-n-tev, June 8, 1783, thers, is the following paragraph: 


Approved For Release 2002/01/02 : CIA-RDP59-00882R000200330203-6 



Approved For Release 2002/01/02 : CIA-RDP59^0882R000200330203-6 


"Serjeant Diesel of the 2 C * Connecticut rcg^ hating pc re- 
formed florae important services, within tie iraraediat# kncr#*- 
ledge of the Commander in chief, in T/aich the fidelity, pcn» 
severance, and good sense of the raid serjeant Bisael- ■were 
conspicuously nanifeotedj it in therefore ordered that he be 
honored with the badge of Merit, he will coll at deadquartera 
on tuosd&y next for the insignia end certificate to hi ich he 
is. hereby entitled," 

The citation begins by stating: 


,f It hath over been tax established *»>!» in the Anorlcaa 
Sendee that the Road. to Glory war open, to all," 

It has been stated that the road of bmiel Biaaexl let through 

extremes of peril, self-sacrifice and. tan shadows of disgrace* 

The award of the Purple H-eart ms discontinued, however, and whan 

subsequently revived, was used as an award for the recognition, of wounds 

received in action against the enen&-* 

Despite the early recognition in our country's history of the 

importance of intelligence there bar. ;evcr, until thin tint been created 

a decoration solely to reward outstanding parlor -nance in the field of 

intelligence. 


It is for this purpose, then that the National u-icurity Medal has 
been created «* to honor service in e -ioid of vital importance to the 
nation and one in which proper recognition lias heratofor been leaking* 
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